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DETAILED ACTION 

1. This action is in response to amendments filed 5/3/2005. Claims 1-6 are pending 
in the application, with claim 6 withdrawn from consideration and claims 2, 3, and 5 
currently amended. 

Information Disclosure Statement 

2. The information disclosure statement (IDS) with mailroom date 4/13/2005 was 
filed in compliance with the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .97-1 .98. Accordingly, the examiner 
has considered the information disclosure statement. 

Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 

3. A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this 
application is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.1 14, and the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 .17(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action 
has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's request for continued 
examination was received on 4/13/2005. Applicant submitted arguments and amended 
claims on 4/13/2005, which were not fully responsive. The corrected amended claims 
and arguments filed 5/3/2005 have been entered. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

4. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 
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5. Claims 3 and 5, and dependent claim 4 by inherency, are rejected under 35 
U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being indefinite for failing to particularly point out and 
distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant regards as the invention. 

Regarding claim 3, applicant has amended to include a limitation "the utilization 
state comprising at least three states." First, applicant's specification appears to only 
support three utilization states, those being 1) whether a member is connected, 2) the 
type of information service requested, and 3) whether the member is a child. Thus, 
applicant's disclosure supports a maximum of three possible utilization states, only one 
of which may describe a single user's status at any given time. Additionally, the 
language of claim 3 cited above is contradictory: when put another way, the limitation 
actually recites, "The utilization state is made up of three or more states." Clearly, the 
utilization state may be only one of the three states. Therefore, for the purposes of this 
examination, this limitation of claim 3 will be interpreted as a utilization state indicating 
one of three states. Appropriate correction of the claim language is required. 

Regarding claim 5, the examiner is unable to ascertain what applicant intends as 
his invention. First, claim 5 appears to be directed toward a program containing a 
recording code segment, an updating code segment, and a display control code 
segment. The examiner notes that such a program is not considered to be statutory 
subject matter under U.S.C. 101. Second, the claim preamble states, "...and an 
information providing server for providing a plurality of information services, comprising: 
[code segments]." The examiner is unable to ascertain whether the recording medium 
contains the code segments or the information providing server contains the code 
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segments. Furthermore, it is not clear which of the game machine, server system, 
profile server, and/or information providing server has access to the recording medium. 
In the interest of advancing prosecution, the examiner interprets claim 5 as being 
directed toward the system of a game machine connected to a profile server and 
connected to an information providing server. The code segments are interpreted as 
computer implemented steps according the functionality set forth in the claim, i.e. the 
recording code segment is interpreted as a part of the system functionality that records 
personal information in said profile server, etc. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 
6. Claim 1 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by U.S. 
5,793,365 to Tang et al. (hereinafter Tang). Tang describes the following features of 
the claim: 

a) A server system connected to a group of game machines via a 
communications network (see at least abstract and fig. 10); 

b) A profile server and an information providing server (see at least fig. 10 and 

1 1 :5-57). The profile server is analogous to the directory service 129 and the 
information providing server is analogous to the database 131; 

c) A registration system that selects and records at least one second user in 
said profile server to allow a first user to check personal information about the 
second user (see at least abstract, 5:43-6:10, 7:56-61, and 9:6-21); 

d) A notifying system that causes, when a game machine of the at least one 
second user sends a request for an information service, said information 
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providing server to notify said profile server of the request (see at least 1 1 :37- 
57). The examiner notes that a "notifying system" is not specifically disclosed 
in the applicant's specification, and will interpret the portion of the claim as a 
simple functionality based upon information disclosed in the specification, as 
opposed to an actual "system"; 

e) An update system that updates personal information of the at least one 
second user of the requesting game machine in said profile server, the 
personal information comprising the name of the information service being 
requested (see at least 5:44-6:10, 11:37, and figures 1-4 and 8); and 

f) A transmitter that transmits updated personal information of the second user 
to the game machine of the first user (see at least figures 10-1 1 and 
description thereof). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 
7. Claims 2-5 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Tang 
in view of U.S. 6,692,359 to Williams et al (hereinafter Williams). 

Tang discloses the information system as described above. Tang seems to lack 
specifically disclosing that personal information includes whether or not the user is a 
child. However, it is clear that Tang's invention is intended to indicate personal 
characteristics of those using his device. Williams teaches an analogous system for 
communication and electronic gaming. Williams also teaches that characteristics of an 
individual to be represented in the system may include the age of the individual (see at 
least 3:62-4:18). Thus, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at 
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the time of invention to modify the system of Tang to allow a user to view information 
specifying whether or not another user is a child. 

Regarding claim 2, all elements are believed to be described above in Tang, 
excepting the updating of personal information at predetermined intervals and the 
inclusion of information indicating whether a user is a child. As shown above, indicating 
whether a user is a child would have been obvious in view of Williams. Furthermore, 
Tang discloses that the representations of users are frequently updated to indicate the 
activity level of these users (see at least abstract). 

Regarding claim 3, the examiner has stated that claim limitations pertaining to 
"the utilization state comprising at least three states" will be interpreted as the utilization 
state indicating of one of three states. Tang anticipates other portions of the claim as 
described above. Further, Tang anticipates the use of a predetermined format to 
portray information to users (see at least 6:14-26). 

Regarding claim 4, Tang anticipates the use of icons (see at least 6:14-26). 

Regarding claim 5, the combination of Tang in view of Williams anticipates all 
limitations of the claim, as described above. 

Response to Arguments 
8. Applicant's arguments filed 5/3/2005 have been fully considered but they are not 
persuasive. 

Applicant argues that the communications server 80 of Tang is actually software 
on the client PC and not a separate server. However, the examiner has shown above 
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that the directory service 129 and database 131 are analogous to applicant's profile 
server and information providing server, respectively. 

Applicant has amended claims 2 and 5 to positively recite the child indicator. 
However, these claims do not distinguish over the prior art cited above. 

Applicant has amended claim 3 to recite three utilization states of the information 
service and contends that Tang discloses at most an "on" and "off 1 state. Regardless, 
Tang in view of Williams discloses at least "on," "off," and "child or not child" states. For 
at least this reason, claim 3 is anticipated by the prior art. The examiner notes that 
Tang teaches other user states, such as attentive, idle, engaged, do not disturb, and 
absent, as seen in columns 5 and 6. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to William H. McCulloch Jr. whose telephone number is 
(571) 272-2818. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 8:30-4:30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Scott Jones can be reached on (571) 272-4438. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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Examiner 
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